Abnormalities in cholesterol metabolism cause peripheral neuropathy and dementia in AIDS--a hypothesis.
The AIDS dementia complex and peripheral neuropathy in AIDS are considered to be direct or indirect manifestations of HIV infection, yet the pathogenesis in unclear. There are parallels between AIDS and Tangier disease clinically and histopathologically and in lipid metabolism. The neurological disorders in AIDS may be caused by dysfunction of cellular cholesterol transport. Substitution of high density lipoprotein is recommended in the treatment of severe polyneuropathy and dementia in AIDS.